INTRODUCTION 


Ilocano is a Western Austronesian language spoken by about nine million people in Northern 
Luzon, Philippines. It is the most widely spoken Philippine Cordilleran language, and constitutes 
its own branch within the Cordilleran language family as indicated in the following genetic 
reconstruction by Lawrence Reid (1989:57): 


CORDILLERAN LANGUAGES 

Cordilleran 



Alts AltN Kin Ibl Png lit Isi Ifg Blw Bon Knk Kla Itg Ilk Arta Gad Itw Agta Ibg Atta Yog Isg DgEC DGC Pm DgP DgtU 


Key to Cordilleran Languages: AltN Northern Alta; AltS Southern Alta; Blw Balangaw; Bon Bontok; DgtC Casiguran Dumagat; 
DgtEC East Cagayan Dumagat; DgtP Palanan Dumagat; DgtU Umirey Dumagat; Gad Gaddang; Ibg Ibanag; Ibl Ibaloi; Ifg Ifligao; 
Ilk Iloko (Ilocano); lit Ilongot; Isg Isneg; Isi Isinay; Itg Itneg; Itw Itawis; Kla Kalinga; Kin Kallahan; Knk Kankanaey; Pm 
Paranan; Yog Yogad. 


During early Spanish contact, the Ilocano speaking areas were confined to the provinces of 
Ilocos Norte, Ilocos Sur, Abra, and La Union, but the Ilocano people have populated many other 
areas in the Philippines and even predominate in many areas of the provinces of Pangasinan, 
Benguet, and Tarlac. There are also sizable communities in many other Philippine provinces and 
the islands of Mindoro and Mindanao. Because the original Ilocano region borders the 
mountainous interior of Luzon, where members of linguistic minority groups prevail, Ilocano has 
been used for centuries as the lingua franca of the region and in legal documents and proceedings 
of the various mountain peoples. Many of these ethnic groups still use Ilocano today to 
communicate among themselves, despite the fact that Tagalog has been declared the national 
language of the Philippines. 

Ilocanos are the most migratory of the Philippine ethnic groups. They have settled in many 
other parts of the world, forming sizeable communities in Brunei, Singapore, Hong Kong, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, and most urban centers in the United States, Canada, and Western Europe. The 
largest concentrations of Ilocanos in the United States are in California, Alaska, and especially 
Hawaii where nearly one fifth of the total population can claim Ilocano descent (Espiritu 1977, 
Foronda 1978). In Hawai'i, Ilocano has been taught in the schools in bilingual education 
programs as the medium of instruction, and in universities as a foreign language. 


Rubino, Carl. 2000. Ilocano Dictionary and Grammar. 
Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press. 


